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Outside Tangier flocks of them may be seen feeding on the 
refuse which is carried from the town and thrown down on 
the sea-shore. Exceedingly tame to the natives, being viewed 
with superstitious awe by the Moors, they are wide awake 
to the European, especially if he carries a gun; and I found 
great difficulty in shooting them, except at the nest, which, 
constructed of sticks, neatly lined with grass and small roois, 
is built in clefts of rocks, on trees and low bushes. One nest 
which I saw was fixed in the crook or angle formed by a dead 
flowering stalk of the aloe, which had fallen across another 
stalk in full flower. The eggs, usually laid about the 20th of 
April, vary in number from five to seven, and, like those of 
others of the Crow tribe, differ much in the markings. 

The followmg are the measurements of five specimens of 
C. tingitanus, shot near Tangier, compared with one specimen 
of C. corax, shot near Tarifa, on the Spanish side of the 
Straits :— 


1772 28. 3% $ - 4, Q. 5, 9. C.corax $d. 


Total length.... 18 183 193 183 20 243 
Wing... 143 163 133 14 15 193 
Tale ounce T4 8 8 2 9 10 
Peak 7277992. ` 5 28 4 i 24 3 
Marsu 3 22 21 E 24 23 


XXXI.— Notes on Chinese Ornithology. By R. SWINHOE. 
(Plate X.) 


In the last number of ‘The Ibis’ for 1873 was published a 
letter from myself at Shanghai, in which I stated that I had 
procured in the market a Circus cineraceus in immature plu- 
mage. On my return to England I reexamined this Hawk, 
and made it out to be, with Mr. R. B. Sharpe’s assistance, 
the immature of 


CIRCUS MELANOLEUCUs (Gm.), 
and wrote to the Editor of ‘The Ibis,’ correcting my mis- 
take (Ibis, 1873, p. 864). Mr. Gurney agrees in my pre- 
sent identification; and with the Editor's kind permission, 


MERS 74 FIZE 


JG Keulemans dith. M& N Hanhart imp. 


CIRCUS MELANOLEUCUS, jx 
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Mr. Keuleman’s excellent handiwork gives life to the de- 
scription of the specimen I now transcribe from my notes. 
Total length 17 inches; wing 13; second quill 2°6 longer 
than the first and ‘9 shorter than the third, which is `2 shorter 
than the fourth or longest in the wing. First to fifth quills 
notched on the edge of the inner web; the third to fifth on 
outer web. Tail 8:5, of nearly equal feathers; under tail- 
coverts 3 inches short of tail-tip. Tarse 2°7 long, including 
the upper feathered portion, which extends ‘9 from joint 
downwards ; middle toe 1:2, its claw ‘4. 

Upper parts light brown, the feathers on the back dark- 
stemmed. Crown, nape, and scapulars blackish brown in 
centre of feathers, with broad yellowish red magins. Under- 
parts ight buff, with yellowish brown streaks, broad and darker 
on breast; tibials and vent chestnut-buff, with darker stems 
to feathers. Quills brown, tipped light, with lightish stems, 
and barred across inner webs more obscurely towards their 
tips ; axillaries reddish cream, with reddish brown spots ; under 
wing whitish cream, with conspicuous bars. Upper tail- 
coverts greyish white; tail whitish brown, with three broad 
bars ; a fourth, indistinct bar crosses near base of tail. Tail 
viewed from below, outer rectrix brownish white faintly bar- 
red with brown; the rest of a similar ground-colour, but 
with broad blackish brown bars. 

Cere, base of bill, rictus, and skin round eye greenish yellow. 
Bill bluish black. Iris ochreous yellow. Tarsi and toes 
yellow, claws fine bluish black. 

Mr. Fleming was the first that got this species in China. 
He procured the adult at Tientsin (P. Z. S. 1862, p.315). I 
did not meet the species till October 1873; when on the lakes 
near Ningpo one morning in that month, I observed one in 
immature plumage sitting on a ridge of mud. I did not suc- 
ceed in securing it. 

The Shanghai specimen above described is the only other 
that I can speak of with certainty. 

The plains of China, with their flat wet fields under paddy 
cultivation in summer, do not seem to find favour with these 
roving birds of prey; and I have not heard of a. single species 
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of this group passing that season in China, whereas in winter, 
when the rice gives place to the corn and vegetables, and 
much of the damp ground lies fallow in the shape of marshes, 
with the wild fowl return the Harriers, and while on sport 
with the former many a species may be noted during the day. 
I have never seen the eggs or young of any species brought 
about for sale; and I am pretty sure that most of the species 
wander elsewhere to breed. During the winter I have noted 
the following species beyond the one referred to above :— 


2. CIRCUS SPILONOTUS, Kaup. 

Abundant in winter over the marshes at the mouths of 
the rivers near Amoy, also in similar places in Formosa. 
Procured on the Yangtsze. 


3. CIRCUS CYANEUS, L. 
At Amoy and on the Yangtsze in winter. 


4. Circus SWAINSONI, Smith. C. pallidus, Sykes. 

Captain Blakiston procured this species on the Yangtsze ; 
its head and foot were identified by Mr. J. H. Gurney. It 
must have been this species that I saw by the Yangtsze and 
mistook for C. cineraceus, Montagu. 


5. CIRCUS ÆRUGINOSUS, L. 

I have seen and procured specimens of this species at Swa- 
tow, Amoy, Formosa, and Hainan in the brown dress, some- 
time with whitish head, but never with the mature greyish- 
blue wings. 


New Horned Owl from China. 


I would like to take this opportunity to introduce a Horned 
Owl that has hitherto been confounded with the Lempijius 
glabripes, mihi. In my “ Notes on the Ornithology of Hong- 
kong, Canton, and Macao,” I give a Scops (No. 10), which 
I then mistook for the Foochow species (since christened gla- 
bripes). A footnote by the Editor (Ibis, 1861, p. 29) adds, 
“probably Scops lempiji (Horsf.), but rather dark in plu- 
mage.” ` L. glabripes was very common at Ningpo; and I had 
in 1872 many opportunities of studying the species. I found 
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its iris to be always black. This convinced me that the Can- 
ton bird with the yellow iris must be distinct. It had passed 
into the Norwich Museum; but I had with me a rufescent 
bird of the same race from South Fokien. Mr. J. H. Gurney 
lent me the Norwich specimen; and after careful comparison 
with my series of its Chinese ally, I beg to offer the following 
distinctive characters under a name taken from its chestnut- 
coloured knee (auti =flexus) :— 

LEMPIJIUS ERYTHROCAMPE. 

This is a smaller bird than typical L. glabripes, mihi. It 
is to be distinguished by the patch of brown round the eye 
continuing backwards to the ear-tuft. Its collar is not con- 
tinued across the breast. The reddish bands across the wing- 
quills are broader, and there is a distinct patch of cinnamon 
on its knee-joints (whence its name). I transcribe from the 
paper above referred to my notes on the fresh Canton bird. 

Length 8°5 inches, wing 7,tail3°6. Bill pale flesh-grey, with 
a pale yellowish rim to the mandibles. Eyes very large, about 
‘8 inch in diameter; iris golden burnt-sienna, but so narrow, 
that this colour is seldom visible, the immense pupil filling 
nearly all the space between the lids. Skin round the eye 
madder-brown. Ear-coverts very large and oval, nearly ê inch 
in length by about 4 in width, the lunar-shaped orifice oc- 
cupying about one third of the oval on the part distant from 
the eye; colour of the conch-rim yellowish, inside light blue- 
grey. Legs feathered to the end of tarsus; toes naked, light 
brownish flesh-colour ; claws light brownish grey, with black- 
ish tips. There were numerous eggs in the ovary. 

A female L. glabripes was brought to me up country at 
Ningpo on the 28th May, together with its five young. In 
the old bird the iris was black; in the young birds deep blue. 
About this date, at the same place, the report of a gun fired 
at some Crows startled a female of this species from a hollow 
in the side of a large tree, which was partly filled up with 
débris and rubbish. The bird was shot, and a day or two 
after I sent a man to examine the hollow. After much search 
he came upon three round white eggs ; their contents all gone, 
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and a good bit of the shell of each gone also. We distinctly 
noticed on them the marks of the front teeth of a squirrel ; 
and as the wood was full of the common species, concluded 
that it was the work of Sciurus cinereopectus, J. E. Gray. 
The note of this Owl may be heard for a great part of the 
night in its breeding-localities. It consists of a long cóu, 
uttered loudly and with stress. Ephialtes glabripes was de- 
scribed in the Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. 1870, vol. vi. p. 152. 


XXXII.—A Reply to Mr. Allan Humes Review* of ‘ Die 
Papageien? of Dr. Otto Finsch. By ArtTHvuR, Viscount 
Waropen, M.B.O.U. 


Dr. Frnscu published the first volume of his famous mono- 
graph of the Psittacide in 1867 ; the second volume in 1868. 
Mr. Hume has (l. c.) reviewed the work in 1874. It is of the 
highest importance that the reader of the Review and of the 
following remarks should constantly bear the last two dates in 
his memory. But the reader will be disappointed if, misled 
by the full title of Mr. Hume’s review, “ Die Papageien,” he 
expects a comprehensive account of the entire work. For, 
though the footfall of Mr. Hume is not usually deterred by 
angelic fears, in this critique of a complete work on the Parrots 
of the world he has only favoured us with the benefit of his 
views on Dr. Finsch’s treatment of eleven species, belonging 
to a single genus, Palæornis. Truly but a small portion of 
Dr. Finsch’s exhaustive monograph of the Order! Mr. Hume’s 
critical remarks, though thus narrowed, cannot be described 
as either strictly complimentary or enucleate. He assures 
us his “relations ” with Dr. Finsch “have always been most 
friendly” (f.c. p. 28); but his first impulse, after grudging 
the postage on a second copy, was “ to throw the book into the 
fire” (f.c. p. 4) ; and in this dignified frame of mind he pro- 
ceeds, by a pitiless bespattering of Dr. Finsch, to still further 
cement their “friendly relations.” Besides many smaller, 
two serious charges are. brought against Dr. Finsch. He is 


* Stray Feathers, ii. pp. 1-28 (1874). 


